
From the Front Desk 
Hello Parents, Grandparents and friends of Blue Gum. 

This is our first newsletter in quite some time, this year has gone by like a 
whirlwind, so quickly and with so much uncertainty. 

Thank you to all our families for staying with us during these difficult weeks. I am 
grateful that we have seen the majority, if not all of our families, return back to 
Blue Gum. We have done our absolute best to accommodate and help families 
with additional days in the interim before children were able to return back to 
school, and some parents going back to work and no longer working from home. 

It certainly seems now as though the free childcare period is about end; “Federal 
Education Minister Dan Tehan has strongly indicated that the government is 
unlikely to extend it’s free childcare beyond the end of June, as demand for 
childcare places is rising faster than anticipated with the return of parents to work.” 
We know that some families have had to make compromises and alternative 
arrangements with certain days for us to be in a position to help out all our 
families. Thank you again for your flexibility and support. 

Although we must still adhere to government precautions and guidelines, things 
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Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday to all 
our Joeys who have 
recently turned one! 

Use of Wet bags 
We are encouraging 
the use of Wet Bags 
instead of plastic bags 
to help our 
environment.  

Exciting Months 
Ahead 
Over the next few 
months we will be 
celebrating Ocean 
week, as well as 
Reconciliation week, 
and Road Safety 
Week.



do appear to be getting back to some sense of normality, finally! We are very hopeful that, in the not too 
distant future, we will be able to bring back Happy Feet and Mandarin Stars for the children. They really 
enjoy these activities so I will be sure to inform everyone when we will be starting back up again. 

Unfortunately we have not been able to have, or participate in incursions or excursions. However, with the 
gradual lifting of some restrictions, we are also very hopeful that these can slowly but surely start to return. 
The children really did enjoy the hatching of the chickens at Easter and I am so glad we were still able to 
have them here. 

Now more than ever we are very aware of adhering to hygiene measures and practices. Thank you for 
taking such care with helping us maintain these standards and teaching all our children to keep their hands 
clean. Thank you for keeping your children at home if they have had a temperature, vomiting and or 
diarrhoea and for being diligent in taking them to the doctor when they are unwell. 

You may have noticed that the little library is now back! Thank you to Prue our Chairperson, and Jordan 
(Finley’s parents) for making this happen. Also a big thank you to Rachel Black Frame, our Educational 
Leader, for the beautiful painting of the Australian bush animals. I’m sure you will agree that it really does 
look amazing! 

A big shout out to all of our educators here at Blue Gum, we are very fortunate to have such a great team. 
They have weathered this storm exceptionally well and our children are happy and well adjusted. Thank you 
Team! 

Finally before I sign off, I would like to encourage parents to please put your hand up and become a 
committee member; we need you! The centre is managed and runs extremely well, the level of 
commitment is not too great. Currently we are low on committee members, please care enough about our 
service to join, particularly if you intend on being at Blue Gum for quite some time.  

Warm regards 

Jane   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From The Joeys Room 
Dear Joeys Parents, 

Welcome back to all the children and their families that have been away due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. It is lovely having all our little people back again 😊  

We can’t believe that it is almost June already, and the start of winter. The mornings have suddenly got very 
cold. Please dress your child warmly for drop off, but have cooler clothes in their bags for them to change 
into when the weather warms up. Please remember to label all their clothing, plus milk and water bottles, so 
that things don’t go astray. 

We still have some children without wet bags. We are trying to practise sustainability, and to move away 
from using plastic bags, so would appreciate each child having a wet bag for their soiled clothing. 

Some of our Joeys have recently celebrated their first birthdays and had lovely parties with their families. 
Thanks to those parents who have emailed photos from these. Thanks also to the parents that have sent in 
their beautiful family photos. We are in the process of making a booklet for the children to look at that 
includes the families in Joeys. 

We have some children that have recently started walking. Well done Caleb and Evan! It is wonderful 
watching all the children persisting with the challenges involved in learning new skills and their satisfaction 
and pride in achieving these. It is such an exciting age group to work with as there is so much development 
happening, both emotionally and physically, in the time that they are with us in Joeys.  

We are busy setting up the “All About Me” templates in Story Park for term 2. When you receive notification 
that your child’s template is ready, please fill in as much detail on it as you can. In this way we are able to 
plan our curriculum according to your child’s interests, needs and developmental stages. We look forward 
to seeing the input and learning more about your children.  

With thanks 

Di, Loretta, Sian and Rachel 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From The Possums Room 
Hello Families,  

We have loved seeing all the Possums return to Blue Gum, following the 
COVID-19 crisis. Although we had to cancel a scheduled Parent Evening during this time, please do not 
hesitate to speak with any of our Possums educators if you have any concerns or queries.  

During the last couple of weeks, we have been busy growing and learning and it’s been wonderful to 
experience some beautiful bonds forming between the children in the Possums Room.  Encouraging 
positive communication and interactions is currently a high priority within our room also.   

The Possums have loved seeing their family pictures being put up and have a wonderful time with each 
other looking for their families and helping each other find their families. There are many happy 
discussions taking place about family members. The children find these pictures a great source of 
comfort.  

We would love some more family input from our families and welcome you to send us pictures through 
email or Storypark to let us know what you and your families are getting up to, learning and exploring. 
We will also be putting up a family input sheet on the wall for you to add some interests or learning your 
child has, so please be on the lookout for that.  

Thanking you 

Kat, Meagan and Paige



From The Wombats Room 
Hello Wombats families 

Welcome to our Wombats May 2020 Newsletter. 

It’s nice to see everybody’s smiling faces back at Blue Gum.  We’ve already had a very productive first 5 
months of the year where we have been establishing strong bonds with the Wombats along with getting to 
know our new Educators Brittany and Denise.  During this time we continue to offer flexible and stable 
routines and learning about them and their families, and involving them in experiences that challenge them 
based on group and individual interests/family input/ intentional teaching along with Educator’s input.  

We’ve just recently celebrated Family Week where we have received Family photos from all the children 
who were so proudly talking about their family members. They also have access to the photos if they feel 
the need to say “Hello” or have a cuddle. We cannot thank you enough for the support in celebrating 
‘Family Week’ with us. 

It’s unfortunate that we have missed ‘Parent Night’ but we are happy to take phone calls or make a time to 
talk about your child’s progress whilst at Blue Gum. 

We are looking forward to the month of June as we will be exploring Reconciliation Week, Ocean Week, 
Road Safety Week where we will be providing experiences for the Wombats to be involved in. 

Exciting times ahead and we continue to embrace your support and advice. 

The Wombats Team – Dee, Miki, Brittany and Denise 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From The Koalas Room 
Dear families, 

Haven’t we had a busy few months? It has been wonderful to see nearly all 
of our children back into their normal routines. We have been so proud of 
how well they have returned to us at Blue Gum after their time at home. 

Our children have been enthusiastic with our mat sessions and it has been wonderful to see their 
confidence growing as we sing our “Good Morning song”, discuss the weather and the days of the 
week, Acknowledgement of the Country, and lastly look at who is here today. The children really 
enjoying spotting each other’s picture and names to place on our family tree and board.  During this 
time, our children are developing their sense of belonging and confidence in small and larger groups.  

We have also planned many fine motor experiences with scissors, tweezers, pencils, textas and 
threading, which our children have positively engaged in. They are really doing well with their 
coordination with the cutting practice. They are always eager to be independent and love developing 
new skills. 

I have also noticed that our children are showing an interest in their names and letters, so we will be 
extending on this interest with some interesting experiences to further this interest. 

We have also been really proud of how well our children are persisting with their physical skills as they 
participate in the trial and error of the ever popular monkey bars!!! It has been wonderful to see some 
our more able kangaroo children offering support and guidance to our children on how to master them. 
That is one of the many positives of the shared garden space in the kindy area and our children are 
developing many positive skills from working closely with the older group at times during the day.  

We would also like remind families that the cooler weather is drawing closer and would like to ask that 
you put an extra jumper in 
your child’s bag and if 
you could add their 
name that would be 
wonderful.  

As we have not been 
able to have our parent 
evening due to the virus, 
please do not hesitate to 
see me if you would like 
to discuss anything 
about your child.  

Thanking you, 

Gill and Rowan 



From The Kangaroos Room 
Dear Families 

I would like to thank all our families for supporting our centre 
through these hard times. It has been such a positive to work with your beautiful children as we all go 
through this together. Over the last couple of weeks, we have had majority of our children return to Blue 
Gum and we have enjoyed welcoming them back. I could see the children really missed their friends and 
we sure missed them.  

As we had a quiet period, we have been working hard to build on our class environments. We have set up 
our loose parts shed where the children have a variety of materials to create with and use to aid their 
imagination. It is amazing to see how one box can be used in so many ways. In Kangaroo’s we have been 
having our own Lego Masters where the children have been creating with the small Lego, large Lego and 
Duplo. We have been taking pictures of what the children have made and displaying them on the wall. 

This week was Family week and we have been discussing diverse family units, and how families are all 
shapes and sizes. Our Kangaroos are so proud of their families.   

Over the next couple of months we will be celebrating Reconciliation Week, World Bicycle Day, Ocean’s 
Week, and Road Safety Week. 

Now that we are getting into the colder months of the year we would like to just remind families to bring 
warm clothing for their children, as the children really enjoy exploring outdoors.  

Warm regards  

Chelsee and Rowan  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Wet Bags for Clothing 
Due to the fact that plastic bags are being phased out in Australia, we would encourage you to invest in a 
“Wet Bag” to contain your child’s wet clothing which we usually send home in plastic bags.  We would like 
to encourage sustainable practices by utilising these bags, in turn reducing the impact on our environment. 

We hope to have your support in promoting sustainable practices here at  
Blue Gum.
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FROM OUR EDUCATION LEADER 
Hello Everyone, 

Well, hasn’t it been a crazy few months?! Here at Blue Gum we have done our best to move forward and 
offer as much support and stability for the children and families within our little community. We have had 
our ups and downs, and we thank each of our families in playing their part and helping us all stay safe by 
following the guidelines stipulated by the Australian Government and Health Department. I think this 
goes without saying, but I want to thank each and everyone one of the educators here at Blue Gum. 
During these uncertain times our team has worked together to support one another, offer reassurance 
and care to the families, and continue to provide an amazing curriculum and experiences for all the 
children. I’m very proud of all of their efforts and I can’t wait to see what else they have to offer as the 
months continue and a little bit of normality slowly starts to creep back into our daily lives. 

Once again, due to COVID-19, we had to cancel some of our events, The Parent Social Nights at Dome 
Café, the Parent Night here at the centre, our Mother’s Day afternoon and many of our incursions, 
including Happy Feet and Mandarin Stars. As things change, and we have events coming up in our 
calendars, we will send out regular updates with things to look forward too. That being said, the children 
took part in Messy Play Week where each of the rooms ran experiences and provided the opportunity 
for our children to get messy. This was a lot of fun! Please be on the lookout for other things coming up, 
such as Reconciliation Week, World Bicycle Day, Ocean’s Week and Road Safety Week. 

We were also thrilled to be able to re-install our Little Library back to Blue Gum! Thank you to our Chair 
Person Prue, and her husband Jordan, for making the box and getting it back in its rightful place. We do 
ask you use safe hygiene practices before adding or taking books, cleaning them and wiping them 
down.  

If you haven’t done so already check out our face book page and follow us to see what fun things we get 
up to across the centre! 

As always, thank you for your continuing support in making Blue Gum what it is. If I can do anything to 
help you, or if you have any questions about our Curriculum, Storypark or your child’s learning and 
development, I’d love to hear from you.  

Many thanks, 

Rachel  
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