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From the Front Desk 

Hello Parents, Grandparents and friends of Blue Gum 

I can hardly believe we are at the end of August already, time doesn’t stand still for anyone 

and it almost feels like we have been in a dream for the last few months. I feel incredibly 

fortunate to be in WA, and I am just so grateful that we have continued to provide a service 

to all the children and our families here at Blue Gum. 

Things have pretty much gotten back to normal with events happening, book week was such 

a thrill and so much fun! It was fantastic to see all the children and educators getting dressed 

up, the atmosphere was truly contagious with joy. The book characters who visited us were 

so incredibly talented, it was magical not only for the children but also for the educators. 

Thank you to Rachel for organising and putting this together. 

Lesley and I have been very busy updating documentation for our new website. Danielle 

Howson (Prue Howson’s sister) took photos and put the website together for us, and we 

couldn’t be happier with the result. If you have not yet had the chance to check it out, I 

would highly recommend that you do so, and please give us a google review.  

I am so proud of the changes that we have made this year, the splitting of the Koala room to 

become Kangaroos and Koalas has been a huge success. The numbers of children are smaller, 

which means Chelsee, Gill and Rowan have been able to provide an almost “boutique” 

program. The children’s needs are not only being met but surpassed, congratulations 

Koala/Kangaroo team! 

August Newsletter 
Caring for Children. Not for Profit 

BLUE GUM CHILDCARE CENTRE | AUGUST 2020 

Happy Birthday 
 

Happy Birthday to all 

our children who have 

recently had a birthday! 

 

Use of Wet bags 
 

We are encouraging the 

use of Wet Bags instead 

of plastic bags to help 

our environment. 

 

Exciting Months 

Ahead 
 

Over the next few 

months, we will be 

celebrating Sports Week, 

Thinking of You Week, 

Space Week! 
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We also had some changes to our Joey room this year with the age grouping. We now take children in that room up to 

the age of 18 months. This is to accommodate demographic change, and to meet the needs of our community and 

surrounding areas. Thanks to Diane, Loretta and Sian for catering to the children’s developmental milestones, with a 

curriculum that concentrates on children’s interests and prior experiences. 

I want to also mention and thank our Possum and Wombat educators. Thank you Katherine, Meagan, Paige and Rachel 

(Possums). Dee, Denise, Brittany and Miki (Wombat) for their achievements in ensuring our children are developing and 

learning through the strong bonds and relationships that have been built between the children and families. Our children 

are very secure and always comforted, educated and loved. We hope everyone feels as though they really do belong here 

at Blue Gum. 

Soon we will be welcoming a couple of new educators into our team, Loretta has decided to step back so she can have a 

better work/ life balance at home with her family. She is continuing to work on a Monday in Joey room, and potentially 

on a Tuesday and Thursday in any of our other rooms. We are welcoming Abbey Cochrane to be the other fulltime 

educator to work with Diane. At the end of September, we will have Bronnen Lucas on contract to cover Tonielle and 

Jeni’s parental leave, Bronnen is currently doing some relief shifts.  

A big congratulations to Tonielle, Jeni and their respective partners, and families on the arrival of their new little bundles 

of joy. Tonielle had a baby girl called Xari, and Jeni had a baby boy called Angus.  

A gentle reminder that parent evening will be going ahead as planned, and it is scheduled for Wednesday evening the 7th 

of October 

Until next time 

Warm regards 

Jane 

Director 

 

BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 
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From The Joeys Room 

Hi Joeys Parents 
It has been a busy couple of months in the Joeys room with all the children back after Covid restrictions and a 

few new ones starting. Everyone has settled back in well, and all are enjoying their days at Blue Gum.  

We have still managed to have lots of outdoor play during winter and the cold and rainy days. Our little ones 

are loving climbing and exploring the more challenging obstacle courses that we are setting up for them. Riding, 

and pushing bikes and cars, is always a big favourite as well as exploring in the sandpit and mud kitchen with 

sand and water. 

We all had lots of fun during Book Week, dressing up and reading the children’s favourite books with them. The 

children all loved the special guests that came in to read, sing and engage with them. Elsa was definitely the 

favourite followed closely by Spider-Man and the Pirate.  

The weather is warming up again as we head into spring. Please send cooler spare clothes that we can change 

your child into if the day warms up. Also, please don’t forget to label all the clothing as well as their water cups 

and milk bottles. Don’t forget to keep a wet bag in your child’s bag for wet and soiled clothing. 

Loretta is slowly transitioning to working one day a week. As from the 14th September she will only be in Joeys 

on a Monday, but will be available other days if another educator is away. A new educator to the centre, Abbey, 

will be starting full time in Joeys on Monday 7th September. Another new educator, Bronnen has done some 

relief work in Joeys and the other rooms and will be covering Tonielle’s Wednesdays and Fridays from the end 

of September until February next year. Our Joeys are now happy and confident little people and we are sure 

that they will cope with these changes in educators without any problems.  

Please feel free to make a time to talk to Jane or any of us if you 

have any concerns.  

With thanks 

Di, Loretta and Sian 
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BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 

From The Possums Room 

Hello Families, 

The Possums have been busy little people, growing and learning every day.  It is wonderful to see their 

communication developing so rapidly along with special bonds being made through social interactions.  

Recently we celebrated Science Week and were lucky enough to have Owen’s Dad, Mattt, come and join us 

and engage the Possums in some science experiences which included sinking and floating, experimenting 

with static electricity, colours and lights and the Possums loved checking out his little worm farm and having 

the chance to hold a worm if they desired. 

We have also honoured Book Week which was a wonderful opportunity for the children and educators to 

come dressed up in their favourite costumes and share a book with one another.  It was exciting to have 

Spiderman, a Unicorn, Rapunzel, Queen Elsa and pirate Captain Jack as our special guests who came to share 

songs and stories with the children. 

We have an upcoming event in the Possums Room for all of our fabulous Father’s. Dads are invited to come 

and join their children for an afternoon of fun and games to celebrate Father’s Day on the 4th of September. 

Older siblings are welcome also We look forward to seeing you all there, please let us know if you are able 

to make it or not.  

The weather has been nice and warm the last few days and the children are enjoying as much time as we can 

give them in the fresh air. Please make sure your child has a wide brimmed hat that fits their head to protect 

them from the sun, we have noticed quite a few children have not been coming with hats. Our lost property 

is full again and we would like to return items to their rightful owners. Please have a look and claim any 

items. It helps us immensely if all items of property are labelled.  

We ask that hard toys and items (cars, trucks, spoons and forks) are not brought into Blue Gum and are left 

at home or in the car. Comforters for sleep time are fine. We would instead love to encourage the bringing in 

of books that can be shared with peers to read together at group time. This will encourage sharing behaviour 

and the items will not be lost.  

Thanking You  

Possums Educators  
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From The Wombats Room 

Hello Wombats families 

We are very amazed how fast the year is going by…  only 17 weeks until 

Christmas…  The Wombats continue to Keep themselves very busy with learning to say our ‘Acknowledgement to the 

Country’ before every mat session exploring Oceans developing Road Safety, good Dental hygiene, Science skills and 

participating in Book Week which has been an awesome week with a ‘special’ visitor for each of the days. The Wombats 

have been in wonder listening to them reading a story and singing magical songs.  Blue Gum’s Book Fair was also up and 

running in the foyer for you to have had the opportunity to purchase some delightful story books. 

Our up and coming events for the month of October will be Educator Appreciation Day, Father’s Day Afternoon, Sports 

Week in the month of September followed by Space Week, a Parent Night, a Social Night, messy Play week and our 

Grandparents afternoon tea which we all are looking forward to these experiences. 

We really hope your child/ren are going home and talking about all the wonderful things that they do in the Wombats 

Room. 

Thank you for your continuing support in adding comments to the story park we love reading the comments and using 

them to assist us in taking your child/ren on a journey to support them in their interests and developmental milestones 

please continue to add throughout the rest of the year at any time. 

We continue our excitement for the month of November, where we will be taking the Wombats on a journey of ‘School 

Readiness’.  We do have many Wombats that will be attending a 4-year-old Kindy programme outside of Blue Gum, as 

well as some who will be staying at Blue Gum.  This will involve all of them taking responsibility for their possessions along 

with assisting in further developing their self-help skills and 

independence to support them in next year’s new beginnings. 

Toilet training is also happening at great speed and even though 

the weather has been a bit chilly there has been much success.  If 

you would like us to start please let us know, or if you need any 

tips please feel to ask. 

The Wombats Team 

 

BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 
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BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 

From The Koalas Room 

 Dear Families, Welcome to our Koalas August Newsletter.  

We have all had an amazing week with our Book Week visitors and all our fun dressing up! We have loved it just as 

much as our children have. 

 I cannot believe we are over half way through the year already! Time flies. Our Koalas have been really enjoying our 

experiences and loving the independence of choosing where and what they would like to play with, based on their 

personal interests. I have been extremely proud of how well they are doing with tidying away things once they have 

finished playing with them, showing respect for our resources and our room.  

We have all been very impressed with how well our children have responded to our new lunch box introduction as 

part of our school/ kindy readiness. They are enjoying showing their friends and educators their own lunch box and 

we have noticed that they have been sampling more foods since introducing this new experience to our daily routines. 

We would like you to encourage your child to unpack their own bag and place their lunch box on the shelf, as this is 

another step in preparing them for the next transition.  

Our children are so creative and love to paint and explore with messy play, so please avoid sending them in any special 

clothes. We avoid aprons as feel our children are at an age where they can engage in these experiences carefully 

enough to avoid too much mess😊 

 We have been spending time developing fine motor skills with pencil grip and cutting experiences. We have been 

developing our number and letter skills, with a range of experiences too, including them in our mat sessions with 

picture cards and games has been very positive with our group too. They have responded positively to our mat 

sessions and are really enjoying sharing news and bringing in a special book for us to share which is great for our 

Koalas language skills, confidence and sense of belonging.  

I would like to thank you for packing hats and spare clothes daily for your children, but would like to ask that items of 

clothing be labelled as at times things still seem to magically disappear😊  

Thank you all for your constant support and please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss anything 

further. 

Kind regards 

Gill and Rowan  
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From The Kangaroos Room 

Hi Families, 

Wow this year has flown by. We have been super busy over the last four months with providing the Kangaroo’s 

with a variety of learning experiences and fun events. As a centre we had Dinosaur Week, we explored Bees, 

had a blast during Book Week, learnt a lot through Science Week and we provided the children with 

opportunities to learn about dental health.   

In Kangaroo’s we have created a new art area for the children. We have designed it in a way that the children 

can access resources at all times with which to create. Through Kangaroo’s curriculum we have been working 

on supporting the children in their school readiness. This has been involving fostering their self-help skills, 

developing literacy understandings through jolly phonics and exploring mathematical concepts. We have been 

providing more opportunities to exercise their agency through making choices. We have given the children the 

choice to either colour, or to lay on a yoga mat during rest time. We have also been planning a group time in a 

way where the children can gradually engage with the activity throughout the morning, in their own time and 

at their own pace. 

Thanks 

Chelsee and Rowan 
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Hello Everyone, 

So, thanks to COVID-19 things around the place had been a little slow, but now I’m so pleased to see things starting 

to go back to normal again… 

We have been able to celebrate some wonderful events recently which provoked some great learning and discussions 

points. We celebrated Bee Week, Dino Week, Dental Health Week, Science Week and most recently Book Week! 

During Dental Health week we had a visit from a local community dentist where they were able to share with the 

Koala and Kangaroos some important life lessons about dental health. Good teeth brushing techniques, good foods 

and sometimes foods and meeting a greeting a real-life dental technician. For Science week we were lucky enough to 

have one of our parents (and an uncle) come and spend some time with our Possums, Koalas and Kangaroos. They 

tried out a bunch of wonderful science experiments and the children got to be really hand’s on. Thank you to Mattt 

Fry for giving up his time to come in, plan and run those experiences for the children. Finally Book Week was a great 

success! We had a new visitor each day and the children joined them for story reading, photos and even a few songs! 

The learning which has taken place because of these events has been wonderful. With each of the rooms embracing 

the opportunity to extend the knowledge of the children about topics which are something a little different form the 

norm. As well as these events our educators continue to offer amazing curriculums. All of which is documented daily 

on Story Park under the planning section. The Story Park App is wonderful for quick daily updates but for more detail, 

head over to the webpage, log in and take a look at our daily curriculums. 

Stay on the lookout for updates about up and coming events like the Father’s Day afternoon, Grandparents Day and 

Parent Night which are all now back on the calendar! 

Well I think that’s it from me… 

Rachel 

Educational Leader 

 

BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 

From Our Educational Leader 

 


