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From the Front Desk  

From the Front Desk       
Hello Parents, Grandparents and Friends of Blue Gum 
Welcome to all our existing and new families for 2021! I am pleased to say that the 
children and Educators are settling well into their rooms and routines. Well, what a 
year that 2020 was!!, even recently with our 5 day lock down restrictions. I always 
remind myself about how very fortunate I am, and how fortunate we are to be living 
here in Perth. No matter what happens in our daily lives, we live in such a beautiful 
part of the world, and I, for one, count my blessings daily. 
It is business as usual here at Blue Gum.  I commend our educators on their patience, 
kindness and above all professionalism. I am proud to say we have a wonderful team 
at Blue Gum! If you have not already had the opportunity, please ensure you 
familiarise yourself with all our educators. There is a board in our foyer and all our 
team have a photograph of themselves and their qualifications. You will also be able 
to see myself, the Director, Assistant Director, Educational Leader, Early Childhood 
Teacher, Room Leaders and Assistants within our service. At different times we will 
have students in the children’s rooms. It is the responsibility of each training 
organisation and students to ensure that they display a photo on the door of the 
room they are in, and we do follow this up with them. 
Due to the operations of needing to maintain ratios in the Early Education and Care 
sector, we have a number of casual Educators who come and go here at Blue Gum. 
They fulfil the important need in keeping with ratios while our Educators are on 
leave. Blue Gum has higher than the required ratios in line with our regulatory 
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standards. Please note that safety is our priority at Blue Gum, keeping children and Educators safe. We strive 
for each child to perform to their optimum, and be well educated and cared for during their time here with us.  
Room Leaders will display which educators are working in each room for the day. Room Leaders are as follows: 
Joey Room: Diane Dyer, Possum Room: Katherine Evans, Wombat Room: Dee Stevens, Koala Room: Gillian 
Jones and Kangaroo Room: Chelsee Cornelius (also ECT). 
I will endeavor to keep families informed of any changes about new Educators who will be working here at Blue 
Gum. Although this is generally quite stable, it can change depending upon specific circumstances. 
On a different note, if your child is absent for any reason, whether it be due to illness, a holiday, or just a day at 
home, please let us know either by phone or email. Letting us know helps the Educators with their daily 
planning, and we also have families that need extra days from time to time.  
As a not-for-profit service, the revenue that can be generated from offering extra days to our families will, and 
does, help keep our fees lower in the long term. It obviously helps out all of our families if we can manage to 
keep our fees as low as possible. 
If you need an additional day, over and above your booked days, you are welcome to phone the office and 
speak to either Lesley or myself, or send an email with your request. If we have a vacancy, we will accommodate 
you to the best of our ability. 
Thank you to the families who consistently offer us feedback about our service, and thank you for the positive 
feedback received from our orientation for new families’ survey. Please be assured that we are definitely 
working on any constructive feedback that is also received. We are hopeful to be putting out a parent survey in 
the near future.  Please know that we have specific policies and procedures available on our website and all our 
policies available in our foyer for your perusal, if you have any queries please do not hesitate to ask. 
For the families who are new or unaware we have had a few committee changes 2021 please find our 
Management structure below: 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Rebecca Reeves CHAIRPERSON (Acting) - PREVIOUS TREASURER 

Prue Howson PREVIOUS CHAIR (Stepping Down) 

Miriam Ritchie TREASURER (Acting) 

Amanda Wylde SECRETARY 

Sara Doig MEMBER 

Lauren Lenz MEMBER 

Jodie Stenberg MEMBER 

Kendell Terrell MEMBER 

Katja Levy MEMBER 

Clayton Cargill MEMBER 

The governance structure of our service is visible in the front of our foyer just above the sign in/out iPads. Please 
if you have not already done so familiarise yourself with this. 
Amongst other things, committee help to drive forward specific and up and coming projects that we want for 
our children and families. For example, the up-and-coming garden project. Please see the plans displayed in our 
foyer, and look out for the next parent survey where we will be asking for your feedback. Committee also want 
to set up a camera system to ensure safety around our service, we have had a terrible incident recently of an 
individual breaking into a car. 
Even if you do not ever envision yourself becoming a committee member of Blue Gum, we always appreciate 
help. If you have specific skills that you feel you could assist and help us with in any way, we would very much 
appreciate the support. You can always contact myself, Lesley or Rachel. 
Other projects we will be working on this year is a new curriculum room for our Educators, and a new parent 
room. Committee have supported this wholeheartedly and I do commend my friends and colleagues Lesley and 
Rachel for doing so much work on these projects thus far! We always joke that I am an idea person, Lesley is 
very creative in her vison with colours and fixtures. Rachel is also very creative but an extremely good organiser! 
You may have noticed we currently have an empty room which was a resource room. I can assure you it won’t 
stay empty for too much longer! We will have a much needed and beautiful curriculum room for our educators. 
 

Parents, please ensure we have up to date details; in the event we need to contact you about your child we 
must have current email and phone contacts. This is a high priority so please if you have not already done so, 
make certain we have your current details. 



 3 

A reminder to parents 

 Please keep sick children at home until illness has passed. If your child has 
had vomiting, diarrhoea or a temperature, please wait the required 24 hours 
after the last diarrhoea, vomit or temperature has occurred. 

 Medication must be in date, in the original packaging, and if on prescription, 
must be in your child’s name and not another family member’s. 

 Medication authorisation forms need to be completed by a parent or guardian prior to educator’s 
administration. 

 Do not leave medication in your child’s bag, always hand to an educator for correct storage. 

 Please ensure if your child has asthma and or allergies, that all plans are up to date and in consultation 
with your doctor. 

 We are an allergy aware and nut free Centre. Please refrain from bringing any food into our service. 

 In keeping with sun safety please ensure your child is dressed in a short-sleeved shirt or has one in their 
bag. 

 Please make sure your child has their individual drink bottle with them each day. 

 Your child will be involved in a variety of experiences at Blue Gum and will get dirty, please do not send 
your child in new, or their best clothing. 

 Our policy is “no hat no play”. Please provide a wide brimmed or legionnaires hat, without cords, as 
they present a danger. 

 Please under no circumstances leave children unattended while collecting or dropping children off. 

 Please do not unlatch our door or allow anyone into our service who has not got a pin code. Please close 
room doors after entering them. 

 Please ensure your child’s immunisation details are up to date at the Centre. 
 

A reminder that Francesca is happy to accommodate birthday requests for your child, but only if your child’s 
birthday is on the day, they attend Blue Gum. Francesca must have 
two weeks’ notice for shopping purposes, please ensure the request 
is in writing.  
Welcome to 2021! Families will receive their Calendar of Events with 
this newsletter, which outlines some things coming up throughout the 
year, please retain this for future reference. From time to time each 
room may put on extra events but your educators will let you know if 
this happens. If you have any queries about any of the events please 
contact our Educational Leader Rachel Black Frame 
educationalleader@bluegumchildcare.com.au .  
Warm regards 
Jane 
 

From The Joeys Room 

Hi Joeys families,  
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What a great start to the year. We are so impressed with all the Joeys and how far they have come settling in 
already over the last month or two. We would also like to thank all parents and families for the support over 
the COVID-19 lockdown, thanks to everyone following the correct procedures we managed to ensure all the 
children were safe, healthy and most importantly, happy. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind parents to ensure that your child/ren have a water bottle, hat, 
2x spare sets of clothes (suitable for all weather conditions), the correct number of sterilised bottles your child 
will drink throughout the day, a wet bag and any creams such as sun cream and nappy rash creams, daily. Please 
clearly label your child/ren’s belongings to avoid confusion or lost items. 
 
In the Joeys room we strive to support the children achieve their appropriate developmental milestones with a 
curriculum based upon their needs and interests. As we are starting the year and have a lot of children nearly 
ready to get up and move, we are focusing on walking journeys. Furthering gross motor skills through cruising 
furniture, taking steps between educators and using push along walkers. 
 
We have also found the Joeys have a strong interest sensory messy play, so far, we have explored things such 
as rice pops, lentils, Weetbix and of course, lots of water play on the warmer days! This has supported the 
children’s settling in process as they all join in on it together, observing each other and playing alongside each 
other. We educators have been enjoying it also, especially when the older Joeys help us tidy up! 
We are all looking forward to supporting your children grow and develop over the year. Please if there is any 
child or family input, anything that you have noticed your child/ren are interested in or something exciting that 
has happened, let us know so we can extend on it or do a spontaneous experience to further their sense of 
belonging at Blue Gum.  
 
With great sadness we are saying goodbye to Bronnen as of the 26th of Feb as she is returning to Uni, although 
we will still see her around as she is working in the Wombat’s room on Mondays and Tuesdays. We would like 
to welcome Gracie to Joeys, she has done quite a few relief days here 
and there in Joeys when the staff have 
been sick or on annual leave so we 
have no doubt she will fit right in.  
 
With thanks,  
Di, Abbey, Loretta and Sian.   
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From The Possums Room 

 Hello Families, 

Welcome to the Possums Room 2021! We are looking forward to getting to know all of our children and 

families as the year progresses. If you have any questions/concerns or just want to have a chat about your 

child, don’t be afraid to come and find one of our friendly Possum room educators. The Possums are showing 

us their growing independence as they continually strive to do things themselves. We have been very 

impressed with how well the Possums are feeding themselves and drinking out of cups with no lids.  We will 

continue to promote and encourage self-help skills throughout the course of the year. 

This month we have celebrated Chinese New Year and Love Week with the Possums. The children have 

enjoyed engaging in experiences and learning about the Chinese culture as well as expressing and sharing 

love and kindness. On the 25th of February we had Old MacDonald’s farm visiting for a very hands-on 

learning experience. The Possums were able to pat and feed various farm animals such as chickens, goats, 

ducks, lambs, rabbits and piglets during this fun incursion. 

We wish to address some housekeeping items and gentle reminders. We ask that water bottles and milk 

bottles are removed from your child’s bag at drop off and placed in the containers provided. We don’t 

always get the opportunity to check the bags for bottles and although we do supply water bottles if we think 

they were forgotten, milk bottles are not provided and your child will not have any milk before sleep. 

We ask that you please supply your children with wide brimmed hats that are clearly labelled and fit properly 

as small hats do not protect from the sun. With the warmer weather we do engage in a lot of water play. 

Please provide a wet clothes bag for your child’s clothes to go home into as plastic bags are in short supply. 

An important notice please, please check your child’s bag before they come to Blue Gum and remove all 

food, medication and other non-nursery school items. These items can be very dangerous as the children 

can and will go through bags. Thankyou. 

We are excited about starting up our family wall and invite you all to send us a family picture either through 

Story Park or email for us to put up on the wall. The children love to look at their family photos, carry them 

around during play and sharing with their peers and educators.   

Looking forward to a lovely year with you all. 

Kat, Denise, Meagan and Rachel 
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From The Wombats Room 

Hello Wombat Families, 
 
This year continues to amaze us with the Wombats moving into their new room 
making new friendships, connecting with Educators, adjusting to new routines and showing us their strengths. 
 
Thank you for all the family photos we have received. The Wombat children proudly show off their favourites to us and 
to their peers. They are finding comfort in seeing their families 
 
The Wombats room is taking shape as we follow the children's interests in colours/ vehicles/ story books and the list 
continues to grow at a very fast rate. 
 
In the Wombats room we are moving towards a sense of independence and to do this, we need your support to encourage  
your child to walk into Blue Gum. When arriving in the room have them take out their hats from their bags, choose where 
they want to hang their bags and place their water bottle on the trolley. We also ask that they have age-appropriate 
bottles for their time in Wombats. Adult sized, glass or even large metal ones have shown to be tricky for the Wombats 
to manage and have cause a few upsets of recent. Sunscreen is also available as ‘Sun safe’ recommends to have it applied 
20 minutes before going out into the sun. 
 
‘All About Me’ forms can be found on Story park. These are a useful tool for us as Educators to gather information and 
use it in our curriculum. We do have a number of learning stories that have already begun and we ask for your patience 
as we take them on a journey.  
 
Happy Birthday to these Wombats, Ania, Zaphrina, Victoria F, Charlotte, Ivy, Moses, Elaine for the month of January and 
February. And we look forwards to Victoria T, Owen, Kian and Jonathan in March. 
 
Thank you again for a wonderful start to the year, and we look forward to many more wonderful experiences with your 
children as the months continue! 
 
The Wombats Team  

BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 



 7 
 

BLUE GUM CHILD CARE CENTRE 

From The Koalas Room 

Dear Families,  

Welcome to our first Newsletter for the year!  

We have been so proud of all our new Koalas and how well they are settling in and adapting to their new environment, 

transitions and our routines. We have our room set up in a way that enables them to explore areas of interest at their 

own pace. At present there is lots of interest in our construction/trains and track play area, threading and the home 

corner where there is usually lots of dramatic play!  

Our children are so enthusiastic during our mat sessions and it has been wonderful to see their confidence growing 

as we sing our “Good Morning songs”, discuss the weather, the days of the week and Acknowledgement of country. 

They are also very eager to see the photos and see who is here today and search for their names, which they place 

on our small family tree. During these experiences our children are developing a sense of belonging and confidence 

in smaller and larger group experiences.  

Our children are really enjoying challenging their physical skills especially with the high climbing frames and 

equipment. They are learning from some of our older and more able children and develop a better understanding of 

taking risks and safe play. We are always there to support and guide them too.  

Our warmer weather has led to us going outside first thing and enjoy a little of the cooler part of the day (If there is 

one!!) As a gentle reminder to please try and apply sunscreen at home (if possible) and pack hats, water bottles and 

spare clothes for some spontaneous water play!! 😊  

Kind Regards 

Gill and Rowan  
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From The Kangaroos Room 

Hello, Hello… 
 
We were sad to see the children leave Kangaroo’s over the last couple of months. We feel blessed to have been 
part of their learning journey’s and wish them all the best. The children who have moved into Kangaroo’s have 
made some beautiful transitions. This has highlighted how valuable the transition visits are that we had leading 
up the start of this year.  
 
Over the last of couple months, we have been working on supporting the children’s social and emotional 
development. We have been working with the Tucker Turtle Technique and Have You Filled Up A Bucket Today? 
story book. I have also implemented some mindfulness and yoga in our curriculum thanks to the training I 
recently completed. The children have been really responding well to these new experiences. When the 
weather cools a little, we are wanting to explore the Blue Gum Reserve more and bring our learning into nature. 
We will be asking if any parents would like to come along with us on these bush walks. In the afternoons we 
run a story session where the children are encouraged to bring their favourite stories into Blue Gum to share 
with their peers.  
 
I would like to just mention this as we are noticing we haven’t had many children bring stories in as of yet. We 
have also sent out reminders to families to apply sun cream to their children before arrival to ensure maximum 
protection from the sun. We would also like to remind families to bring in sun hats and drink bottles.   
 
Regards  
Chelsee and Rowan  
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Hello Blue Gum Community, 

I’m so pleased to say that the year has started out beautifully. The children have transitioned well into the centre or 

into their new rooms with very little upset. Everyone is getting used to their new Educators, environments and peers 

and it’s so lovely to see the children forming bonds and friendships already.  

As usual, our Educators continue to offer an enriching curriculum full of tailored experiences meeting each of the 

children’s needs, and working with the families to help each child settle and feel safe, secure and supported. Thank 

you to those families who have already been able to fill in their “All about me” form on Story Park. Each of the 

Educators are able to use this information to plan for the development and learning of your children. No information 

is too big or too small, so please don’t hesitate to fill in, update or share stories with us.  

Hopefully you have all been able to navigate your way through the Story Park App and can see all the wonderful things 

your children have been doing on a daily basis. We have received such wonderful feedback from families since we 

made the change to our daily ‘Routines’ being available on the app. 

I’m so proud to share with you the wonderful things which have been happening in each of the rooms, as is each of 

the teams of Educators from those room. Chelsee, our ECT, has recently obtained her Qualification as a Children’s 

Yoga Teacher, and the children are loving their daily mindfulness sessions. Koalas have such a beautiful space this 

year with the smaller group of children who are thriving on the attention from Gill. Bronnen and Paige have also 

transitioned across to Wombats to complete the team. Denise has settled in wonderfully in the Possums room and 

loving the spunk that comes with the almost 2-year-olds. Joeys is full of smiles with these new bubs who are just too 

cute! We are also looking forward to some upgrades in our curriculum room where all the Educators get our 

documentation done, we are moving into a bigger room! 

Finally, be on the lookout for the events, weeks and incursions coming up in the rooms and across the centre. We are 

going to have so much fun learning about Australian Wild Life Week, Harmony Week, Chickens You Can Hatch in the 

lead up to Easter and Nature Play Week.  

Rachel 

Educational Leader 
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From Our Educational Leader 

 


